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Silver beating the marks of the three closed offices
enumerated above occurs fairly frequently in sale
rooms, the Kxeter pieces being on the whole the most
plentiful On the facing page the distinguishing marks
of these*, three offices are set out in a convenient form
tor reference., with the date marks in the succeeding
cycles indicated by the iirst and last letters against the
first and last, year.
Of the six offices still open in the provinces, that at
Chester has exercised the function of assaying longest
in England. Chester's charter dates from 1573, but
that recognises an existing right which possibly dated
from as curly as 1423. From 1687 to 1701 the
office mark was the three sheaves with the dagger
between the two at the top of the shield. From
,1701 to 1778 the town mark was three demi-lions
and one sheaf on the dexter side and a half sheaf
in the base. From the last named year down to the
present time (he older mark shown on p, 76 has been
used. During the Higher Standard period the Chester
office suffered temporary eclipse, but it was re-estab-
lished in 1701, and we have made that the starting
point for our elate cycles. The lion passant has been
the sterling mark of Chester silver, but between the
years 1719 and 1838 the leopard's head was struck
crowned until 1823, and then uncrowned until 1838,
when its use*, was abandoned. While it lasted Chester
silver bore no fewer than six distinctive marks, after
the duly was levied* The duty mark was also
struck on the silver over the period when the tax was
imposed.
The Edinburgh office dates from 1485 and its mark
has been throughout the three-towered castle shown